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CHAP.   Queen.    It is a letter from the Countess of Lennox

HI
^^^ to Mary, found among the English State papers.

15?5. It is written from Hackney, 6th November 1575.
The letter dwells upon their common solicitude for
" oui sweet and peerless jewel in Scotland/' Darn-
ley's and Mary's son, the little King James vi.3 and
on their common care lest " the wicked governor
(the Earl of Morton) should have power to do ill to
his person ;" it expresses the warmest sympathy for
the Queen, and is subscribed, " Your Majesty's most
humble and loving mother and aunt, Margaret
Lennox." " I beseech your Majesty," thus writes
Darnley's mother, " fear not, but trust in God that
all shall be well; the treachery of your traitors is
known better than before/'1 It is the mother of
the murdered one who thus writes.

1 Letter of Margaret Lennox to     reprinted by Teulet, pp. 246-48.
Mary Stuart in Agnes Strickland's     Miss Strickland found it among
Lives of the Queens of Scotland     Cecil's papers ; forgotten or over-
Condon, 1852-59), v. 374. Miss     looked among these, this justifica-
Strickland has for the first time     tion now comes forward from the
communicated this remarkable     same side from which the crudest'
letter and accompanied it with a     persecution of Mary Stuart for-
facsimile ; later it has again been     merly proceeded.